ECRA 1964

In 1964 ECRA was yet to produce its first Handbook. The records of committee meetings and the rules reproduced
below are the nearest thing we have to a Handbook for a crucial stage in ECRA’s development. Not only was 1964
the year of the first National slot racing championships but also 1963/64 was when the Association moved from the
somewhat informal group of 1961 to the committee and area structure with members paying a membership fee rather

as we have it today.

The first stage towards organising this was the formation of an ECRA National Slot Racing Executive. Here is a
record of their first meeting, it was published in the July 1963 issue of Model Maker magazine

E.C.R.A.

VERY club in the country shall vote one representative to its
appropriate Area Committee, This committee is directly
responsible for the supervision of racing in the area, It is also
required to appoint representatives to sit on the National Execu-
tive at the ratio of 1 represenative per 10/part of 10 member
clubs, Suggested Season Mid-September 10 end of April. National
Executive to sit twice a vear: Once before season to ratify rules,
and again towards end of season to examine results and make
suggestions for following vear, Area Committee to sit at least
3 times a vear. Representatives to all committees to be elected
annually.

Competitions 10 be held at following levels in both individual
and team categories : National, North Section, South Section,
Area, Club,

The names and addresses of organisers of areas are listed except
for Scotland and East Anglia. As little is known about Model
Racing in these places, would any clubs that do exist write i0
me in the first instance and provision will then be made for
someone in the area to represent them.

‘Will all clubs please understand that whether they are members
of or affiliated to any slot-club organisation this will not pre-
clude them from having a vote in the method of running the sport.

number of clubs.
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Proposals for National Slot Racing Executive arising from recent discussions held between a large
Correspondence to G, H, Wrigley, address below.

It is envisaged that E.C.R.A. National Executive will eventually
be to slot racing what the F.A, is to football. °

E.C.R.A. NATIONAL SLOT RACING EXECUTIVE

North

Area No. 1—Scotland, G, H, Wrigley, 14 Pearce House, Junction
Road, London, N.19.

Area No. 2—North West England, Duncan Laycock, 4 Loop
Road South, Whitehaven, Cumberland.

Area No. 3—North East England. Ray Baker, 7 Malvern Road,
Scaton Sluice, Whitley Bay, Northumberland.

Area No. 4—North Midlands, M. Kennaugh, 12 Cosford Close,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire,

South

Area No, 5—South Midlands, M. Kennaugh, 12 Cosford, Close,

Leamington Spa, Warwickshire,
No, 6—East Anglia, G, H, Wrigley,

Junction Road, London, N.19.

Area No, 7—South West England. D. Naylor, Flat 1, Maxwell
Court, 279 Charminster Road, Bournemouth, Hants,

Area No. 8—South East England, V. Warner, AP MM.E.C.,
Avlesford Paper Mills, Larkfield, Nr Maidstone, Kent.

14 Pearce House,

40

ECRA 1964 membership published in the January
1964 edition of Model Maker magazine
NOTE there is now a membership fee of 7/6

ECRA. Announcemenm

Membership of the Electric Car Racing Assocta-

tion i85 now mvnilable for 1964,
membership should be made (o

or direet to: EXCR.AL 433 Broek]
Membership feo will be

S.EA

Applications for
wr Area De e
¢ Rond, London,
6. Incdividunle

wishing (o join. who do not belong to 4 club aflili-
aled 10 ECRA, will be reqguired to pay 26 extrn
for postage on individual copies of the News Leiter.

Persone who are members - of more than one
ECRA. club must declare which dub th:z intend
o represent in both individeal  and  Club  Team
Championships. Should a person have resson o
change clubs during the season. secrefaries of both
clubs involved must notify ECR.A, Head Office.
{Address above,)

Dictails of the Guards Formule | Trophy appear
elsewhere in this fssue, and copies of the regulations,
etc., have becn distributed o Arca Delegates or can
e obrzined direct from EC.R.A.

Membership is. operastive. from  Janoary  Ist—
December 31st. The horizons of madel car racing
are pow wider than ever before, and the reorgani.
sation of the Association has been carried oul Tor
the sole purpose of oblaining for the enthusiastic
car racer a standand of opportunity and achievement
which cannot be attained by individusl elfore



ECRA 1994 Rules 1994 published in the February 1964 edition of Model Maker magazine

FEBRUARY 1764

Electric Car Racing Association — General Competition Rules " e oo

CAHRS

1. Al models, mcluding those buil from
ommereial ks, 10 be bufll 1o find
senle with o wolerance of o inch in
brack and wheelbase, and bodies s
also be within rcasongble limits.

1. Any one chassis can only be fitted o
any one' body; fe, & single chassis

A pRdther evend with
body even though
Bafe measurements

canndy be maced in
more than one heat of the same cvenl
even  though fited with 4 differemt
body and/or driven by another drver.

4. Mo car po excoed a mpximum overall
widily af 23 inches.

5. Mo projections  downwards,  capable
of gulding the car, osher than the
steering gwide and compacia are per-

s,
6. ANl cars-must be models of (ull-size

ProtAy Pes,

7o Al cars must start & gace with &
deiver securely fixed,

B, Al curs mlsr  carty  clearly  beilble
racing numbers i iwo Places, T iy also

5

recomminded that cary should  camy
visible major appenciaees, fe., swecring
wheel, mibrors, mndmu.-;-n, oxlaus
fipes, identity budges.

GUIDES

Hall ;

9. Rall guides, chher pegs or- wunnels,

e parallel  wben wicwed  from

riiely
ihe front amd no In-clree will be al-
lowed, Excewsive wear sufficient, in the
opinion of the Siewards. 1o give an
advantage on the partcular gukbe radl
being used will Dot by perminied,

Shot ¢

10, Maximum Tength’ of  giide In o sbor
micasared  extreme  front to extremie
rear  must not execed § inch or pro-
joct, At any poinn more than 1 inch
forward or rea ol the ¢onire

i it SRR SRR

L. P15 B ¥ EeRgih-

wilie in o soe ek deep,

TRA

h“:.';.‘ﬁ!-

12, The wack gulde mil which alsy acts
;Emﬂmuﬂﬂﬂlﬂlmhrﬁim

13. The track return positive contact rall,
wire, tape of strip, mgsr be Badd fat
on the track surface on the left hand
side of the gulde rall pnd fte cenire
musy be approximately § inch from
I'LI:H: guide mail.

'l'b:slr.vt dimensons Muosy b a mini-
of o bmok amd g ekt of
,I‘rmhwmhrﬁln:hmme

inch, othcrwise open botom  shon
permitted.

15, The comgact susfaces on each sigde of
the slot must be & mifimum widih
of | inch and & maxXimom of § inch
{metal sprayed tracks cxcepred) nnd
at- all points- on the track there miist
be plek-up conmer ¢ fnch from e
centre of the slnd,

15, [.-Dcrltlun: in the. dirccgjon of wravel,

the posithe conisct musg be on the

left of the slor and he  negative On
thi right.
17. Clubs  must Rocurate lap re-

provide
cording. Mo additional fatings 1o the
r.nrﬁ should be' necemary 1o oporale

Hal lld. -~
18 Al lancs w be supplied with corrent
ol equal voliage
» Current o be DUC. — minknum 12
volts. .

20,

1L.

€

4. The
b

.

AL

Controller  plug  sockeps: should  be
wither 2. pin, 2 amp, o bayonel.

MEETINGS

These are meciings open w0 competi-
tors other than ahose who are  mems
‘bers of the ‘organismg  cubs,

In slor “Open'’  méctings the term
“Imernational™ should  only  appiy
where people travel from  pbroad o
oompete. AR eXCEPION con be made
in the case of  Servicemen who  are
represening  their 0wn gountry.

« For MNational Open Slog Moectingd the

track must be 4 minimum of 4 lapes;
and mop hesz than 500 feer o the bap.

Grand Prix Events
evem 1o be mim im heats, sub-
llnal ancd fenal with all heats thmed.
Heats o0 be mide un prior 10 the
bt slhaRing
0§t [east one
member of each visiting club  belope

praciice Ccommenoes,

« Heats 1o be a minimum of 20 faps

each.

The fastess hcot winhers or, where

mare than the winners qre (losed. the

Iastest cars qualily for ghe fnal and

the next [Estest Benl winmers or cars

quiskify Por the sut-Tnal,

Final 1w be a minkmtm of 150 laps

':nl'l.ﬂ the Sub-Final a minimum of 50
bt

Exch compotior 10 Be pold his or

her racing lane in the heat =0 tha

or she can In  maxirmem
effoctive practice.

In the cvemt of tWo oF more CIfs

qualiiving for the final or for  che
sub-final on the same fane the tie s
resulting . shall  be  resolved ::
follows —

A A driver who 5 8 member of 1the
cub on whose track the cvent is
tlnt held automatically loses the
tic.

B Ties beiween organizing club mem-
Bers or  borwoen  wisiting  drivers
be resolved by beap pimes—fadnen
time has first choige apd s on.

C Drivers losing a tie be given at
least 5 minutes practice on  the
new lanc,

A competitor may have a masimem

of two drives in the heats only. of

any  one G.P., Sponty or GUT. eveni

(see. proviso in sub-seorion I below)

excepr a0 & Britsh  Chamipionship

meeting of - Arca Champlonship mect-
inz when only one drive is pormitied,

A The two  drives may be (1) his oF
fer wenT eminies - O (wio difereny
curs; (I3 one enuy of Bis ar ber
own and one proxy entry; (3) two
PrOXY  ERTE,

B II the numbcr of pro
Bch ax 1o render e I.rnpoaﬁ‘lbl:
for the home club drivers to ob-
serve the maximiem of pwo o dirives
then the exeess proxy entrics ahall
b allocated o acknowledeed ex-
perienced . visiting drivers who shall
only be notified of these additional
proxy  drives when (hey  actzally
arrive af the track.

I Showhd a driver gualify for  fhe
final or sub=final with mere than
one car of his- 0r her owno eniries
then hejshe may. drive cither and
the other car mkes mo [urther part
in the competition,

a driver goalify. whh' @

in addition o hiz o or

B.  sports (including G.T.0 Evenls
Ieems 24, 25, 26, 2% and 30 as per GP.

Evenys,

32, The method =t out oy G,P, Eveniz
miy  be msed of  the  following
plieTnative s=—=
“Heats shall b over o set period of

time, §e., 3 m|s, and the oars
complening  the greatest number of
laps - or the - longest  distancs shall
gqualily  for ahe final and ihe cars
completing the oeX pfcatest nifmber
of lapk or lomeest . diciance | ohal
qualify for the sub-final,

WOTE : I this method b5 osed e
track Ahookd Be mafked Envo eerual
mairis amd drivers shopld be credied
with the number of Japs and tenths
they: lave pomplesed,

i3 l~'m.il t0 be m minimum of 100 lags
ar 20 mim. and the  Syb-Final o
be minkmom of 30 laps or 10 mins

C:  Alternative Method for Evemts

1P, or Sparts)

M. A competitor may  only  have  one
drive in the heats for any one G.P.,
Spors or G.T. event,

35, Finalisg o be dechded by heat winners
going forward, Heals and lanes will
e pre-determincd by pumbers,
D|'|'1.:¢|El will draw itheir pumber on
arrival.

Le Muans and Tewm Evepgs
Ilmzi- 25,26, Hm‘diuumﬂl’
and Bpons events,
Vigens 32 and 32 decided by the organ-
h[ﬂlcbubmdulwlntb:uwltm
tary gegulations.

Gengen]
35, E.fnr.rh: d:wcm .Imge the  official
owing date T
7. @ e el i
A sTﬁ'hl:; cé:hrf:hm [0 proctisc
uring o
e i ¥ andfor Sumday
B Each wveiting driver 10 book  his
or ber practice sewions whh  the
clerk of the course.
C Wherever posifble the last hour of

practice  should rescrved  for
those competitors upahle (o arrive
carlicr

D All drivers be allowed one Ia
before thelr partdeutar  race. o

35 U a race iy ready 10 stanm and any
competilor s Hlare mibssing they shall
he given one mimee §o Bring  iheir
car (4 1o the sinr grid.

39. 10, when wo orase B Stared, all cars
do oot leave the  staning  erid, the
clerk ol the ooures may declare &
fale start and order 5 fresh ome,
Should all ears BOL s1art an this
secomcl  anormips he car/s  themascives
will be reganded a5 fauity amd the
race should continue, If 5 assumed
that the clerk of ihe course & satks

that there B mp fault v the
power supply 10 the Pardcular lane/s.

40, Awards will normally be made 1o
drivers exXcepe i the case of bona-
fide proxy entrics when . awards will
be made 1 the entrant,

41, In ibe Sub-Final of an Open Mect-
ing, on-award  should be ‘made w0 At
beast the winner of such  sob-fhnal,

Rali Dl

vers” Champhonship
4. In order to guallly for this event &
driver: must =—

A Be oone of the tem [asiest af @
Classic - Meeting  held on his  or
bcr own club  €irgit, or (B) be

of the twenly f[asest ot @
Gts.zie meetlng h2ld on a circul
belonging o a ﬂuh of which he
or rhe i ol a member,

C For the G.P, Championship quali-

[Continued on page ¥%]



1964 E.C.R.A. RULES [Continued from page 83]

fication must be in a G.P. event,

D For the Sports Championship qualification may be ob-
tained in either a Sports Car event or a G.T. event (until
such time as these classes have a separate Championship)
provided such events are run to Classic Meeting standards.

Slot Drivers’ Championship

43. Each Area Committee to arrange sufficient meetings amongst

its constituent clubs to decide :—
A Area G.P. Champion

B ,»  Sports Champion

B ,» Club Team Champions.

44, The drivers qualified as per Rule 43 will be eligible to
compete in the National Finals to decide :(—

A British G.P. Champion
B 3 SIJ‘GHS Champfon
& ,» Club Team Champions.

45, The organising club of Open Meetings should appoint three
stewards, two of which should preferably be visitors to whom
the clerk of the course may refer for a decision.

46. E.C.R.A. Sponsored meetings will be controlled by officials

appointed by the Association,

Electriec Car Racing Association

ECRA as it is familiarly known has got away to
a flying start by its representation at the Racing Car
Show. Just how much good can be done in this way
is impoassible ever 1o evaluate ; it can sometimes Con-
tinue o have favourable repercussions for years.
Meanwhile, we are very happy to have been invited
to assume the mantle worn previously by our sister
magazine Model Maker and act as the Official Maga-
zine of the associalion. This we shall gladly do, and
give the growing lgmup every possible help and sup-
port. In general, we shall report club activities
wherever they have reasonably wide interest, that is
1o say, open events certainly, restricted club meetings
only when items of exceptional news vajue come up.
Please Mr. Club Secretary let us have items for-our
columns, but wrile the sort of thing thar you would
like to read aboul arorhier club, If yvou can pass that
test then you have writlen items of interest indeed !
Those intimate club details will, however, still see the
light of day where they should properly appear—in
the ECRA Newsletter, a  duplicated  publication
which goes out 1o members approximately every [0th
of the month. As duplicated items they can of
course be far more up-to-date than any printed
magazine which must often close for press several
weeks ahead of publication date.

From Model Cars magazine April 1964
It seems likely that the monthly ECRA
Newsletter would contain a lot more
information. Unfortunately none of these
newsletters are known to have survived.



AUGUST

CLUB
NEWS

Slight fashback ! Line-up of winners at
the last RAIL Grand Prix on the Ouaklands
Park cireuit, now rebuilding to sot, Left
to right : Brian Parsons, Ann ‘Whithread,
Tony Whitbread, Ann Harris, Ye Whit-
bread. the back of Stan Whitbread's head
and Mac Pinches (who pinched the show
a movice raifracer refuges from siot ).

1964

HALF-YEARLY MEETING OF THE
MATIOMAL SLOT RACING
EXECUTIVE OF THE ELECTRIC
CAR RACING ASSOCIATIONM,
held at Chester on May 31st, 1964

Delegates were present as under:
I. Patierson {Area 1), D. Laycock
(2), R. Baker (3), 5. Whitbread (4).
J. Thin (5), A. Caine and H.
Owen (7)., M. Panneft (8), G.
Wrigley {in the Chair),
Wrigley (Minutes Secretary),

1—MEMBERSHIP

Membership Secretary, C S
Whitbread, gave a brief report on
membership  progress, individual
members being just under 500 in
number and clubs approximately

I—FINANCIAL REPORT

Acting Treasurer, Duncan Lay-
cock circulated an interim finan-
cial statement which . showed the
Association to be solvent with
money in the bank, but not wildly
fAlourishing. He recommended that
economy -be practiced for the
balance of the financial year. Cer-
tain expenditures such as stand at
the Racing Car' Show would not
necessarily  be repeated in  the
future so that a better ratio be-
tween  income and expenditure
could be expected.

Consideration was given fo re-
imbursement of delegates’ travel-
ling eéxpenses to meetings and the
disparity of expense between dele-
zates was noted.  For 1964 dele-
gates agreed, in view of the finan-
cial siion of the Association,
that they would not press for such
reimbursement, but felt that this
was a matler which must be ox-
plored in future years and some
eq{l;:ﬂablr} form of payment made
otherwise it might be difficult to
secure  delegatés of  appropriate
=uthority in future years,

I DRAFT CONSTITUTION

A draft constitution for the
Association prepared by the Hon,
Solicitor, Mr. T, W. Pinnock, was
considered and the executive re-

commended that it be offered to
members” at the Annual General
Meeting for accepance or other-
wise, Some  additional arrange-
ments would, it was hoped, be
made 1o safepuard individual
members from Association liabili-
ties, otherwise it was a standard
type of ‘constitution selling outl
.Ec aims of the Association. One
new item is the recommendation
that an affiliation be offered to
clabs for 30/- plus 2/- per nomi-
nated member. 1/- for junjors,
ie. those wunder 18 wyears who
would have all the benefits of full
membership with the exception of
a vote.

4—PROPOSALS FOR RACING

After some. discussion racing
classes  were  agreed for 1965
scason Formula 1, to be the

existing FAL Formula 1 with
cars {0 have power arrangements
as in the full-size prototype, ie.,
4-wheel drive from one cngine
where required, rear or froni
wheel drive as in protolype. no
direction as to steering. Formula
2 would be an open Grand Prix
class, that is 1o say, any Grand
Prix car would be acceptable ir-
respective of formula and date,
Formula 3, a class open only to
entrants who had mnever n
finalists in an open event. Winner
of such an eveni (o be excluded
from further participation in the
class. Formula as 2 above
Sports and G.T. races would con-
finue as before, and the rules and
conditions would be prepared for
a production touring ¢ar class.

3—POSTAL BALLOT
Resulis of recent postal ballot
were brought up for ratification,

Meeting of ECRA National Slot Racing Executive published in the Aug1964 issue of Model Cars
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It was agreed that dynamic brak-
ing shall be available on E.CR.A.
tracks. A standard 2-amp 3 pin
plug would be used to connect
drivers’ controllers and a recom-
mended wiring diagram would be
prepared and distributed to clubs
in the near future, This would
also take into consideration  dif-
ferent types of controller in use
including microswitch and two-
stage microswitch.  Whilst  the
wiring would be adapted to brak-
ing, it would continue to be op-
tional whether drivers made use of
it or not,

The question of participation of
host clubs in events was not rati-
fied by the executive as there was
no clear cut vote in its favour and
it would be left to the discretion
of organising clubs. In effect, the
nature of the circuit would decide
ag some clubs enjoyed an enor-
mous  advantage on  their home
circuit, whereas in other cases it
still offered sporting racing irres
spective of who competed.

6—E.C.R.A. COMPETITIONS
The Competition Secretary, Jock
Thin, reminded delegates present
of the National Concours: which
would be run in connection with
four open meetings and each of
which, 1, 2, and 3 would go for-
ward to a final to be held at the
National Finals - on  November
I4th in London, The first event
had already been held at Lough-
borough. Other events would
held at the Thirties, Blythe and
Ashton-under-Lyme. Entrants who
were not successful at their first
entry could continue (o enter at
other -opem meetings  with an
opportunity of doing better. Once
their car  had been  selecied 1o
appeéar in the final, this could be
considered a personal entry and
another car could be substituted
by the qualifier if he 5o desired,
The club team  championships
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would take place on the 13/9/64
with the winner of area 3 versus
winner of area 6 to be held in
area 4, and the winner of area §
versus winner of area 7 in area §.
On the 27 /9/64 the winner of area
1 versus winner of area 4 in area
2, winner of area 5 versus winner
at area 2 in aren 3, These matches
were drawn out of a hat, but as
it happens offered the most
economical travelling ‘'which could
have been provided. National
Finals will be held in London on
November 14th, 1964, although as
yet no suitable venue has been
arranged.

1965 racing season, There would
be no objection to clubs commien-
r:n;s_ the 1965 micing season im-
mediately after conclusion of the
National Finals in  November.
particularly as some of the more
northern clubs tended to have a
mid-winter close season of some
weeks where travelling conditions
were difficult,  Area team entries
should be available to the execu-
tive by the end of July at the
latest.

NOTES
Gordon Wrigley was chairman.

Tom Pinnock was producing a constitution. This implies ECRA didn’t have one
before. The constitution was ratified at the 1965 ECRA AGM.

Scotland now has a delegate.

They took a postal ballot which decided to use the 3 pin sockets we still use.



