Electric Car Racing Association
The First Rules

The ECRA’s original rules were published in magazine articles, the association started publishing
handbooks some few years later.

Laurie Cranshaw proposed setting up a national organisation for racing electric powered model cars in
articles published in Model Maker magazine in 1960.

Laurie announced the formation of the Electric Car Racing Association (ECRA) and published what he
called its charter in 1961. The charter had rules for racing both rail and slot guided 1/32 cars. At that stage
the association was run by Laurie, and as far as we know had no other officials.

The charter talks about running classic meetings, it’s worth explaining what that meant. Classic meetings
were held on club rail tracks and were the meetings from which drivers qualified for the National

Championships. In 1961, 62 and 63 the National Championships were for rail guided 1/32 cars.

The 1961, 62 and 63 versions of the charter are reproduced below.



1961 ECRA Charter — The Rail and Slot Rules

The Electric Car
Racing Association

— a fact at last

by Laurie Cranshaw

ES, friends, we have, at last, an Association for the
_ promoion and conteol of eféctric car racing, be
it rail or shot,

First of all, I would like to thank all those interested
folk who wrote to me (and they were many) and to say
how much | appreciated their well informed ideas and
comments. | learned a great deal. However, 1 don't
think we should let this oocasion pass without a very
sincere vole of thpnks 1o DJL.D. and V.5, and all oy
Clarendon Road who really laid the foundations of this
Association with their idess, comments and encourage-
ment.

Here then are the articles of the Association:—

Rail Racing-—The Souw Standards:

1. All models must built to 132 scale with a

tolerance of 1/16 inch.

e Nciici:{ to exceed a8 maximum overall width of

in,

3. No projections, capable of guiding the car, are
allowed beneath the car other t:hgn. the steering
?‘Uidt': and contacts.

. All Gars must be scale models of fullsize prototypes,
. All cars must carry drivers,

6. Al cars must bear official racing numbers
displayed in two places, such numbers to be not
less than § in. high,

7. The track guide rail, which also acts as the negative
rail i5 3/16 in. high,

8. The track return rail which acts as the positive il
is approximately § in. away from the guide
il op the left hapd side and Jaid fat on the
track surface.

Slot Racing—The Alintree Standards:—

« Ttems 1/ as per Southport Standards,

. Maximum length of guide, measured extreme
front to extreme rear, must not exceed 4 in.

8. The guide must not project more than 3/16ths,
below track level. !

9, The track slot to measure § in. in width and 3/16th.
inch in depth. ;

10. The contact surfaces on cach side of the slot must
be a minimum width of 3/16in.

11. Looking in the direction of travel the positive
contact must be on the left of the slot and the

arive on ;Ee right, o
Clussie | ngs—Meetinigs open o competitors o
than those who are menibers of the organising club.
Grand Prix Cars 2

l. The event to be run in heats and finals with all
races timed.

2. Heals to be set oul before practice commences.

3. Heats (o be a minimum of 20 laps. :

4. The fastest heat winners qualify for the $ipal, or
—where more than the heat winners are tinved—

the fastest cars qualify for the final,

5. Final to be a minimym of 150 laps, i

6. Each competitor be told his racing lane in the
heat so that he can obtain maximum effective

n P

=l

practics,

7. Tn the event of two or more cars qualifying for the
final on the same lane the tie so resulting shall
be resolved as follows: —

JUMNE, 17251

(7) A member on whose track the event is being

&1 run b;;:tmncallr loses Hcaie: _:;::I. o
jes - between organising <lub mem or
between visiting drivers be resolved by
heat times or by ballot, :

(c) A visitirhg driver losing 2 tie be given at
least five minutes practice on his new
lane.

Sports Cars

Ttems 1,2, 3, 6, and 7 a5 per G.P. cars,

4. The method set out under G.P, cars is recommended
But the following may be used as an aflernaiive:—

“or heats shall be over a set period of time,
i.e, 5 mins. and the cars completing the greatest
number of lags and/or distance shall quﬂ'!:l}r
for the final.”” Nore: If this method is used it
is recommended that the track be marked in
100 equal parts and that drivers be credited
with the laps 2ad number of tenths they hine
completed (ie. if a driver has completed 31
laps and has passed the fourth mark but has
not reached the filth mark his laps completed
will be 31.4). :

5. Final to be a minimum of 100 laps-or 20 minites
in. which case the same as set out in
ilem 4 will apply.

Le Mans Events

Ttems 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7 as before, ol

Items 4 and 5 to be decided by the organising club

get out in the supplementary regulations.

¥ * * *

Well, folks, there is your charter, decided upon by the
majority vote, and 1 think all will agree that it should
run for at least 12 months to show up any weaknesscs,

If any unattached competitor or club decides that
modification or alteration is ired or that some
new rule is as a result of experience and will
send @ note of it to me, 1 will undertake to deal with it
through the pages of MopeL MaxER yntil such time as
you yourselves decide that you prefer someone eli¢ to
carry Lhe Association on to greater heights.,

One immediate benefit will be clearly apparent. The
cost of printing or duplicating for a “Classic Mecting™
will be considerably redu as only the items with
variables need to be mentioned in Supplementary
Regulations, :
mz‘inﬁlli;n sincere “Thank You™ f{;r your kln&lﬂtﬁﬁ

all the help so penercusly given. ¥ hope you have
what you want (or neatly so) and that my small tﬂﬁ:
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1962 ECRA Rules

The following changes were made for 1962, The
full set of rules was not reprinted

__Eleetrie Car Racing Association

Laurie Cranshaw writes: “May I first thank the
large number of folk who wrote expressing views on
. the proposed new “Rule 8" for Classic Meetings
. and particularly to those friends in America who
were kind enough to write. After carefully sifting
all the opinions and votes the majority is as follows

+ _and forms Rule 9 of the Association:—

Classic Meetings

~— RuLE 8. A competitor may have a maximum of
two drives in the heats of any one G.P. or Sports
Car event (see proviso in sub-section B below) ex-
cept in the British Championship Meeting where one
drive only is permitted.

(a) The two drives may be (1) his own entries of
two different cars, (2) one entry of his own and one
proxy entry, or (3) two proxy entries.

(b) If the number of proxy entries is such as to
render it impossible for the home club drivers to

= —ubserve the maximum of two drives then the excess
proxy entries shall be allocated to acknowledged ex-
perienced visiting drivers who shall only be notified
of these additional proxy drives when they actually
arrive at the track. :

(¢) Should a driver qualify for the final with more
than one car of his own entries then he must drive
the quickest. 3

(d) Should a driver qualify with proxy car/s in
addition to his ewn then he must nominate a driver/s
for the proxy car/s”.

i



1963 ECRA Rules

ECRA rules (which Laurie calls the Association Charter) were updated and published in the September 1963 edition of
Model Maker magazine

MO
AR

The Electric Car
Racing Association

Notes from Laurfe Cranshow {Chorlton Howse, Nigel Road,
Heswall Hills, Barmabon, Clhes)

5 il s two years since the Associmiion Charter was
first printed some of you may be a little hazy
Copeerning it and Mony new recruits to the sport have
obably never scen it In order (o remedy this poaon
e is m complete reprint including the amendments
made at the Newpott meeting after 1wo years' experience
of running clissic meefings,

Southport Standards — Rail

1, All models 10 be built to 1/32nd
Lolerance of 1/16 in, in track and wheelbase and any
one chassis can only be fitted to any one body; Le., a
single chassis cannot be raced in one event with a G.P.
body and in another event with a spons or G.T. body
¢ven though the track and wheelbase measurements are
the same. Nor can the same chassis run in two fcals
of the same cvent with two G.P., two spons; or two
G.T. bodies, :

2. No car 10 exceed a maximum overall width of 2§ in.

3. Mo projections downwards, capable of guiding the
car, argé permitied ather than the steering guide and
contacs,

4. All cars must be scale models of full-size prototlypes.

5. All cars must carry driverss Should a driver be-
come detached during a race the car must be stopped
and the driver re-flixed before it can continue the race,

6. All cars must display racing numbers in two places,
such numbers 10 be not less than § in. high. :

7. The track guide rail which also acis as the negative
rail to be 3/16 in. high,

8. The track relum positive contact rmil, wire, lape of
strip must be laid flat on the track surface om the lefl
hand side of the th rail and ilx centre must be
npgmxu‘r;nl.{:ly + in, from the guide rail.

, Guides, cither pegs or tunncls, must be paraflel
when viewed from the front and no in-curve will be
allowed. Excessive wear sufficient, in the opinion of the
Stewards, 1o give an advantage on the particular guide
il - being u will not be permitted,

Aintree Standards — Slot

[tems 1 to G as ahove,

7. Maximum length of guide, measured extreme {ronl
to exireme rear, must pol exceed § in.

8. The pguide must not project more than 3/16 in,
below the top surface of the track, ;

: Qrd'l'l“: track slot to measure 1 in. in width and 3/ 16 in.
in depth,

10. The contact surfaces on each side of the slot must
be a mimmum width of 3/16 n. and preferably with
their centres 3/16 in. from the slot edge, i

il Looking in the direcion of fravel the posifive
contact must be on the left of the sio and the negative
on the right,

Classic Meetings

Meetings oﬁn 10 competitors other than those who are
members of the organising club.
A, GrAnD PriXx Evests

I, The event 10 be run in heats, sub-final and final
with all heats timed, :

2, Heats 1o be made up prior (0 the meeting and a
race sheet showing these to be given 1o at least one
member of each isiting club before practice commences.,

3. Heats to be 3 mimimum of 20 lups

4. The fastest heat winners or, where more than the
winners are timed. the fastest cars qualify for the final
and the next fastese heat winners or cars qualify for the
sub-final,

5. Final to be a_ minimum of 150 laps and the Sub-
Final a mimmim of 50 laps.

&. Each compelitor to be told his or her racing lane in
the heat so that he or she can oblain maximum effective
practice.

7. In the event of {two or more cars qualifving for the

scale with a

final or for the subfinal on the same lane the tie so
resulting shall be resolved as follows: —

A, A driver who 15 o member of the club on whose
1&&_ the event is being held atomatically loscy
the tie,

B. Ties belween organising club members or bélween
visiting drivers ﬁ resolved by heat times—fastest
time has firsy choice and so on, :

. Drvers losing a tie be given at least 5§ minutes
practice on the new lane. b

B. A competitor may have o maximum of two drives in

the heats only of any one G.P., Sparts or G.T. event (5ee
proviso in sub-seciion B below) except in a British Cham.
pionship meeting or Area C pionship meeting when
only one drive is permitted. i

a. The two drives may be (1) his or her own entrieg
of twoe diflerent cars, (2) on¢ entry of his or her
own and ope proxy entry, (3) two proxy eniries,

B, If the number of proxy entries is such as 1o
render it impossible for the home club drivers 1o
observe the maximum of two drves then the excess
proxy entries shall be allocated 1o acknowledged
expericneed  visiting drivers who shall only be
notified of these additional proxy drives when they
actually arrive at the track.

c. Should a driver qualify for the final or sub-final
with more than one car of his or her own enltries
then he must drive the guickest, ;

. Should & driver gﬁuﬁhl'y with proxy carfs in
addition to his or her own then qu: or she must
nominate & driver/s for the proxy car/s.

B. Seorts (IxCLUping G.T.) EVENTS

Items 1, 2, 3, 6. 7 and 8 as G.P, Events.

4. The method set out for G.P, Events may be used or
the folfowimg aiternaive ; —

“Heats shall be aver a set petiod of time, Le, S
mins., and the cars cumplem:g the greatest number of
laps or the longest distance shall qualify for the final
and the cars completing the next greatest number of
laps or longest distance shall qualify for the sub-final,

oTE, I this method is used the track should be
marked into equal parts and drivers should be credited
with the Bbumber of laps: and tenths they have
completed,

5. Final to be a minimum of 100 laps or 20 mins,
and the Sub-Final to be minimum of 50 laps or 10
minuies.

€. Le Mans nhga TeaM EVENTS
Items 1, 2, 3,6, 7 and 8 as per G.P. and Sports events,
lHems 4 and 3 decided by the organising club and set
out in the supplementary regulations,

General
1. Entries received after the oflicial closing date will
not be sccepled,
2: Cﬁnduﬁi of pr?-:ri;sin 1 3 i
Al o home clu rivers (o ctise  duri t
S:mrdn}'jnd.!orSundaynlthrp::ﬂ' 7 i ;
8. Each wvisiting driver to book his uﬂwr practice

sessions with the clerk of the course,

c. Wherever possible the last hour of practice should
be lfmrv for those competitors unable 1o arrive
earlicr,

p. Home club drivers be allowed two laps before

their particular race.

3. If a mee is ready to start and any competitor/s
isfare missing they shall be given | minute to bring
their car/s o the slan grid.

. . when a race js started, all cars do not leave
the stactimg goid, the elerk of course may decking g
folse start and order a fresh one.  Should all cars nnt
start at this secomd attempt the car/s themselves will
be regarded as faulty and the race should continue. |t
i5 assumed that the clerk of the course is satisficd that
1ll'|.i:r||:lIr is. no faull in the power supply to the particular
ane s

5. Awards will normally be made to drivers ex in
the casc of bonafide proxy entrics when awards will he
made to the entrant. -

6. In the Sub-Final of a Classic Meeting an award
must be made to at least the winner of such sub-final,
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1963 rules cont.

7. Drivers Championship. In order 1o qualify for this
event a driver must:—

A

C.

o

8, The organiting club shoul

Be one of the ten fastest at @ Classic Meeting

held on his or her own club circuit, or (#) be one

of the twenty fastest at a Classic meeting held on

a circuit belonging to a club of which or she

i5 not o member, g

For the G.P. Championship qualifications must be

in a G.P. event, i

For ihe s Championship qualification may

be obtained in either n Sports Car cvent or a

G.T. event (until such l_m;sc as m culné‘s:s h;}v;
Championship) pro & ]

are run to Classic Meetin standards.

appoint three Stewards,

SEFTEMBER 1%61

two of which should preferably be visitors to whom the
clerk of the course may refer for a decision.

- L] -

There is your complete Charter as it stands at prescni
and 1 suggest you post it in a convenient place in your
club room, It will be very useful to any slot enthisiast
or slot club at present considering any desirable altera-
tions or additions which slot enthusiasts have found 1o
be needed, As previously explained the Association
works entirely without cost through the kindly help of
Model Maker and must be one of the few to be able
1o do so. there are any points you would like dis-
cussed and put to a postal vote just send them to me
and T will do what I can 1o help.




